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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND INJURY MANAGEMENT ACT - REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Employment Protection 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Employment Protection) [2.15 pm]:  I take the 
opportunity today to report to the house on the progress of Western Australia’s workers’ compensation scheme 
over the past 12 months since significant reforms were made to the Workers’ Compensation and Injury 
Management Act 1981.  During the passage of the changes last year, the government committed to review the 
reforms after one full year of operation.  I am pleased to inform the house that we are delivering on that promise, 
with WorkCover WA launching an evaluation process to gauge the effectiveness of the changes introduced in 
2005, including the key issue of impairment.  The broad intent of the reforms was to restore fairness, balance and 
certainty to the workers’ compensation system; adequately compensate injured workers and assist them to return 
to work; provide certainty for employers; and achieve a stable premium rating system. 

The outcomes of this evaluation will provide major input to a full legislative review and development process to 
be undertaken in 2007, with WorkCover WA seeking further stakeholder and public comment at that time.  All 
aspects of the reforms introduced in 2005 will be covered through this evaluation process, which I add is very 
deliberately stakeholder focused.  WorkCover WA has today sent out invitations for submissions to the key 
stakeholder groups, including UnionsWA, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, the 
Law Society of WA, the Insurance Council of Australia and the Australian Medical Association, as well as other 
key participants in the system. 

I am pleased to say that, together with a comprehensive analysis of relevant workers’ compensation data being 
undertaken by WorkCover WA, a full evaluation report is due by April 2007.  In the meantime, I am delighted to 
inform the house that the workers’ compensation scheme is performing extremely well, with the average 
recommended premium rate dropping by 8.6 per cent from last financial year to an all-time low of 2.12 per cent.  
Early indications are that this level of premiums will be maintained, or even reduced, in the next financial year.  
This has delivered on the government’s commitment to contain the cost of the 2005 reforms to ensure that 
workers’ compensation insurance continues to be affordable for employers, while providing improved benefits 
for injured workers.  This builds on our goal of fairer, safer and more productive workplaces.  This reflects the 
extremely positive state of the workers’ compensation scheme in WA. 
 


